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The Catholic Community of St. Odilia,  

in fulfilling its mission, envisions  

an elementary and middle school that: 
 

Kindles the light of knowledge and Catholic faith in  

our students by following the example of our patron,  

Saint Odilia; instilling hope, mercy, and wisdom  

as we live and learn in the light of Christ. 

 

 

Fosters and promotes a diversified, challenging curriculum,  

supported by faculty, staff and parents who encourage children  

to reach their full academic and spiritual potential. 

 

 

Establishes an authentic Catholic identity that supports the discovery  

and awareness of truth, enabling our children to grow to become valuable  

members of their community, striving to serve the common good  

and transform the culture in the light of the Gospel. 

 

 

Serves the parish community of St. Odilia, while  

welcoming families from all faith backgrounds  

to share the blessings of a Catholic school. 

 

 

Strives to make Catholic education available,  

accessible, and affordable in order to serve  

students of all economic backgrounds. 

It is the Mission of Saint Odilia Catholic School to  

educate the whole child: spiritually, academically,  

emotionally, socially and physically.  
 

Each child will develop a clear Catholic identity, an  

understanding of the Gospel’s call to service, and  

an appreciation for the larger community. Our faculty,  

staff and curriculum promote a love of learning and  

respect for self and others. 

 

 

 

 

Mission & Value Statements 



Dear Family and Friends of St. Odilia Catholic School: 

Looking back on the 2016-2017 school year, it can be said with all certainty that we have much to be  
proud of and thankful for as a school community.  Overall, we have had a very successful year. Our  
students continued to excel academically and spiritually in a very student-centered learning environment.  
This is  a result of our outstanding faculty and staff, as well as the positive partnership that has been  
developed between our parents and staff.  As I’ve said before, we are a wonderful school, which is why I  
am okay with where we are, but I am not okay staying there. This continued commitment calls for us as  
individuals continuing to grow in our own faith and knowledge. Our passion, our purpose, and our  
perseverance will lead us to the excellence we seek.  

 
 

This year’s theme was Living our Lives with Virtue and Gratitude. As a school community and in each classroom, we discussed how  
we can recognize the gifts that we are given by God and others AND then how we can show appreciation for these gifts. In addition,  
we stressed that virtues can be a pathway to eternity. We spent a great deal of time talking about each of the virtues, how we can  
recognize them, and how we can act upon them!  
 

 

One of the reasons this year stood out is that for the first time in 16 years, St. Odilia School increased its enrollment!! In fact, the 
school increased its enrollment by 24 students, that’s over 7%. The preschool also increased its total number of students and its  
wait list has grown from 8 students to 22.  In many respects, we have become an anomaly among Catholic schools that are  
experiencing rapidly decreasing enrollment and budgetary issues. Our success as a school is a result of all members of our community 
making a commitment to enable our school ministry to thrive for the benefit of young children!  

 
 
 

Over the course of this year, some of our most notable accomplishments include: 
 Welcomed 24 new transfer students into our school community and 100 students over the past 4 years. 

 Acheived a 96% retention rate amongst current students - the highest we have recorded in years.  

 Utilized data from the NWEA/MAP standardized tests to better map the progress of every child and define ways to improve our curriculum. 
Our scores continue to rise and we maintain at least one grade level above the national norm, all while spending 33% less time testing 
than area districts.  

 Increased security with installation of new monitors, a driver’s license scanner, and staffing the main entrance when students are  
in our care. 

 We’ve made wonderful progress in our Enrichment program with a new identification protocol that better meets the needs of our  students.  

 Reviewed a new Science curriculum with STEM and STREAM initiatives in certain grades.  

 Took virtual fieldtrips around the world with our new technology. 

 Added Rock-Climbing to the Physical Education curriculum of certain grades. 

 Implemented a new Confirmation program so that our students will now be confirmed in 8th grade.  
 Added more Fine Arts and Physical Education opportunities for students and added Orchestra.  

 Piloted an Advanced Tech and Engineering class for coding and 3D printing. 

 Hosted a Digital Citizenship speaker for students and parents.  

 Welcomed over 700 family and friends for “Lunch with a loved one.” 
 Raised over $150,000 through the Marathon and BLOOM!   

 Hosted 3 student retreats throughout the year covering the topics of courage, kindness, and leaving a legacy; as well as Jesse Ruben 
and his “I Can” Project! 

 Developed successful marketing strategies that resulted in the addition of a third first grade classroom!  

 Finally, who can forget our expansion project? We are on our way! By the time you come back to school next year, you will see new 
parts of our building! I can’t wait for all the opportunities this new space will bring.  

 
 

These are just a few of the ways that we continue to educate your children’s hearts and minds. For greater detail on our progress,  
please see the updated school strategic plan on our website. The success that our school has enjoyed over the past year would not be 
possible without the continued partnership and ongoing commitment of faculty, staff, parents, parishioners, and most importantly our 
outstanding students. After all, a community that celebrates successes with each other has more successes to celebrate.  
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
  
 
Brian Ragatz, Principal  

 

 

From the Principal 



Although we budgeted for our school to decrease in enrollment next year due to the graduation of 58 eighth graders, we are  
seeing a trend that may lead to an increase in enrollment. With so many transfer students coming in and a current 98% retention 
rate we are near capacity in other grades and have reached 110% of projected enrollment for next year…yes we need to build and 
yes it’s coming!  

 Through the help of a $25,000 grant from CSCOE, St. Odilia School is moving towards the lease or purchase of two buses to 
expand our charter transportation routes making our school more accessible. 

 We hope to expand our Enrichment offerings next 
year. It is our goal to begin working with students in 
reading/language arts next year in addition to math.  

 We are also in the process of putting together a  
comprehensive resource center with projects and 
lessons for challenging students in the classroom. 
These resources will be standards based and use the 
MAP learning continuum as a guide. The goal is to 
have a place where teachers can go to get help  
differentiating the content, process, and/or product 
for their high achieving students.  

 The Academic Support Team also is working towards 
implementing more reading-level opportunities so all children have access to books at their reading level. 

 Provide summer reading recommendations and books as part of a book exchange near the outdoor classroom. 

 The Professional Development committee continues to work towards new ways we can learn from each other and hold  
ourselves accountable for our own professional growth.  

 As part of our Catholic Identity strategic plan for improvement, we plan to add a religious component to our professional  
development and reestablish the physical Catholic Identity of our classrooms such as: 

 A Crucifix  

 An image of Mary  

 A designated prayer space 

 Age appropriate Bibles 

 Religious/Morality themed bulletin board and/or posters 

 Classroom patron saint icon outside each door 

 Learn from our past. Through a survey of our most recent graduates, we hope to learn about our graduates’ success and how 
we can improve. After all, if we are aiming to prepare them for high school, shouldn’t we be finding out how we did? 

 

 

 

Looking to the Future  

 

Building Expansion 

 

Our building plans relate directly to enhancing our life together in worship, education, and building community by  
making this parish campus more inviting, more secure, and more accessible. Our current plans include the following features 
that were defined in our original project plan: 

 New southeast entrance, lobby, restrooms,  
music room. 

 Elevator and upper level corridor to provide second 
floor access to both classroom wings. 

 Northwest addition for school administration,  
youth ministry, STEM classrooms (library, science,  
computer) and community meeting space. 

 HVAC systems for new additions and remodeled areas. 



 

FUNdraising 

St. Odilia has two main fundraisers a year: Marathon in the fall and BLOOM in the spring. We certainly like to put the FUN in 
fundraising, bringing our community together for the greatest cause - our children!  

Marathon 

The St. Odilia Marathon is a community fundraiser with events for the whole family. 

Where do the funds go? The funds raised help offset the cost of tuition and pay for many school enhancements. Funds are 
invested back into our school, its teachers and of course our kids. 

A few ways Marathon funds were used in 2016-2017: 

For our school, we used the money to purchase new chairs, supplies, and furniture for some classrooms as well as enrichment 
curriculum materials, a supplemental and adaptable math and languages arts curriculum called IXL, a specialized reading  
curriculum for students with dyslexia, a curriculum mapping program to ensure we are meeting and exceeding all standards 
and other instructional supplies.  We also purchased new STEM activities, keyboards for our iPads, an online conference 
scheduler, marketing for our school, and other classroom technologies. 

For our teachers, the Marathon money was used for professional development in Science and Engineering curriculum, staff 
service projects, innovation in the classroom, reimbursements for teachers so they do not need to use their own money for 
classroom supplies, and staff appreciation days. 
 

For our kids, the money was used to fund our Courage, Kindness, and Leaving a Legacy retreats as well as our Digital  
Citizenship presenter. We purchased supplies for our middle school engineering partnership with Totino Grace, and the  
onsite ExploraDome exhibit. In addition, funds raised through the Parent Action Association (PAA) help offset the cost for 
students to learn outside the classroom through fieldtrips, as well as help them live their faith by doing service projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

BLOOM!  

Did you know that BLOOM! has raised over $400,000 for our school since 2013? What a remarkable accomplishment in the 
first four years of this wonderful event where every dollar raised has gone right back into our school to help our students.  
It is my prayerful hope that you will help us continue this effort and support our school again in 2018.  
 

This year’s fundraising goal was to continue our work strengthening our academic program by expanding our STREAM  

curriculum (Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics). In addition to curriculum, we wanted to  

purchase technology to increase students’ opportunities to apply what they learn, including robotics equipment and a 3D 

printer. We also are preparing for expansion of our physical building and grounds to accommodate increased enrollment. 

BLOOM! funds will be used to prepare for moving the preschool playground and making the space more secure.  



St. Odilia completed its fourth year using the Northwest Evaluation Association’s (NWEA) standardized tests, the 
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP). We are proud to say that St. Odilia students’ average scores again saw slight 
increases overall from the previous year. MAP tests are computer administered and scored achievement tests designed 
to measure growth in student learning for individual students, classrooms, and the school as a whole. Tests for  
mathematics and reading are given to grades K-8. Tests for language usage are given in grades 2-8. St. Odilia  
administers MAP in the fall and spring to all students.  

Scores are reported in RIT units. The RIT Scale is a curriculum scale that uses individual item difficulty values to estimate 
student achievement. The RIT scale is an equal interval scale. Equal interval means that the difference between scores 
is the same regardless of whether a student is at the top, bottom, or middle of the RIT scale, and it has the same 
meaning regardless of grade level. 

St. Odilia students’ average scores in math, reading, and language are higher than the national average in every grade 
level, with many grades averaging in the 90th percentile or above nationally. St. Odilia averaged more than nine RIT 
points above the national average - amounting to a full grade level or more above national norms in most grades.  

Just as impressive, 43.6% of students scored in the 80th percentile or above in math, 45% scored in the 80th percentile 
or above in reading, and 49.5% scored in the 80th percentile or above in language. These percentages showed slight 
increases from the 2015-16 school year. 

Below is a summary of St. Odilia’s spring testing results. Each graph shows the average score for St. Odilia students at 
each grade level as compared to the national average at that grade level.  

 

Testing Results 

Grade K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

National Norm 159.1 180.8 192.1 203.4 213.5 221.4 225.3 228.6 230.9 

St. Odilia Mean 2017 171.1 192.4 195.6 209.9 214.9 232.5 232 243.5 249.6 
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 St. Odilia 
Mean 

National 
Norm 

2 194.2 189.7 

3 209.8 200.0 

4 217.7 206.7 

5 223.2 211.5 

6 222.3 215.3 

7 229.6 217.6 

8 234.5 219.0 

 

Testing Results 
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 St. Odilia 
Mean 

National 
Norm 

K 166.1 158.1 

1 184.4 177.5 

2 194.6 188.7 

3 205.7 198.6 

4 212.7 205.9 

5 225 211.8 

6 223.9 215.8 

7 229.5 218.2 

8 232.4 220.1 

Spring 2017 MAP Scores-Language 
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